
Shrewsbury Township
Green Infrastructure Action Plan

What is a “Green Infrastructure Action Plan”?

Comprehensive plan that builds upon past planning work –
Finding conclusions
Documents existing and new opportunities
Prioritizes opportunities as a guide for 

funding opportunities 
and revisions to the Official Map

Township Sustainability Goals:
• improve water quality throughout the Township
• protect and enhance the natural resources of the Township
• proactively address existing and future regulations

(MS4’s, TMDL’s, etc.)

• improve natural habitat and aesthetics
• reduce maintenance responsibility and associated costs
• provide opportunities for connections (trails, riparian buffers, open space, etc.)
• encourage a comprehensive approach to address storm water management PDF compression, OCR, web optimization using a watermarked evaluation copy of CVISION PDFCompressor
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• Township surrounds and connects four Boroughs

Glen Rock Borough

Shrewsbury Borough

Railroad Borough

New Freedom Borough
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• Source water for several (4) public providers

York Water source

Wellhead 
protection

Hartford County source
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Discharges from urban areas to natural areas  - New Freedom,       
Shrewsbury and Railroad Boroughs (Stream quality concerns)
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• Ridgeline that separates drainage areas into east and 
west sections 
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• Discharges natural areas to urban areas -Glen Rock 
Borough (Flooding concerns)

West Side Characteristics:
South Branch Codorus Creek, Glen Rock Valley and Trout Run all flow directly to Glen Rock Borough
Headwaters are largely agricultural lands and rural 
Biggest issues are managing run-off and flood storage 
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Ridgeline that separates drainage areas into east and 
west sections 

East to Deer Creek and under 83

East Side Characteristics:
Deer Creek Watershed predominate drainage area
Headwaters are urban with related stormwater run-off issues 
Northern unnamed tributary drains majority of Shrewsbury Borough
Culverts under 83 drain majority of the urban area
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• Trails, corridors and greenways

York County Heritage rail trail

Stewartstown Railroad

Elm Street 
bypass
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Opportunity Areas Identified:
Parks and available open space which 
includes 

Identified natural areas
Schools and Institutions

Stormwater management facilities

Approach:
Address various “themes” to use as models for other 
areas/regions
Focus on small sub-watershed 
drainage areas to increase the 
potential of having real 
water quality improvement results
Partnership opportunities 
to share costs 
and benefit
funding

Other Considerations
Trails and greenways
Willing land owners
Existing restoration
Environmental Linkages – linking forest patches and riparian 
buffers
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Theme:
Regional SWM
Urban drainage
SWM basin retrofits for water 
quality
Sub-watershed improvement 
potential
Inter-municipal cooperation

Features:
Urban/Commercial regional SWM treatment
Water quality habitat improvement and 
stream temperature improvement
Flood hazard mitigation
Environmental education – visible site
Trail link and loop trail potential
Detention basin retrofits
Rt 83 PennDOT roadway run-off treatment

851 corridor improvements
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Theme:
open space linkages within developed areas
Integration with the existing rail corridor
Headwater treatment areas

Features:
Miller Park / DAK Properties -Wildlife habitat park potential with basin retrofit –
Connection to the Shrewsbury Lutheran Retirement Community
Wetland restoration
Headwaters treatment
Connection to Strawberry Fields and  Forrest Lakes residential areas
DCNR Grant in place for Winchester park 
Potential trail connections

Miller Park – Elm Street Bypass connections
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Features:
Focus on nutrient management opportunities 
Drainage and treatment opportunities
Ag conservation plan promotion

Focus area C 
Theme:
Continue Ag BMP’s and Preservation efforts
Consider identifying and protection conservation corridors
Floodplain managementPDF compression, OCR, web optimization using a watermarked evaluation copy of CVISION PDFCompressor
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Path forward ….

1. Update Official Map 

1. Prepare for funding 
opportunities in the Focus 

areas

3. Provide strategies for implementing the 
following throughout the Township:

Detention basin retrofits
Vegetation Management Strategies

Hedgerow buffer establishment  /  Riparian 
buffer establishment

Forest understory restoration
Converting lawn and ag lands to meadow 
Steep Slope Planting strategies
Preferred native plant reference list for Township
Long term maintenance strategies

Interaction with the Ag community to:
Document and implement conservation plansPDF compression, OCR, web optimization using a watermarked evaluation copy of CVISION PDFCompressor

http://www.cvisiontech.com

